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CONCERNING DIANETICS
The long article on dianetics by
L. Ron Hubbard, in this issue, is, I
feel, a highly important publication
indeed. The article describes a tech
nique of mental therapy of such
power that it will, I know, seem
fantastic. If so, it can also be said
that the power of the human mind
is, indeed, fantastic. I want to assure
every reader, most positively and
unequivocally, that this article is not
a hoax, joke, or anything but a di
rect, clear statement of a totally new
scientific thesis.
Dr. Joseph A. Winter, M.D., was
asked to write the introductory note;
he has studied the techniques in de
tail, and learned the techniques him
self. I have investigated the material
myself. Dr. Winter can speak as a
medical expert; I tan only say that
my investigations have led me to the
conviction that the phenomena I
have observed definitely merit pub
lication of this material for wider
analysis and testing.
It would have been wholly unfair
to publish such revolutionary ma
terial until such time as Hubbard’s
textbook on the technique was available. That book—“Dianetics: The
4

Modern Science of Mental Health”—
is available now from Hermitage
House. It contains the exact descrip
tion of the procedures used.
Hubbard, as an engineer, has
tackled the problem of the mind from
the scientific method. Basically, that
method is :
1. Gather all available data that is,
or appears to be, relevant.
2. From the data, form an hy
pothesis.
3. On the basis of the hypothesis,
make a prediction.
4. Experiment to check the validity
of the prediction.
5. Vary the experiments, and col
lect more data.
6. When the new theory breaks
down, take the now-collected data
and formulate a new hypothesis.
7. Go back to .step 3.
Most readers of this magazine are
fully accustomed to that method; to
those who are not, the above de
scribed process is not circular; it is
spiral. Each turn of the spiral sweeps
in more and more territory. It is the
turning of precisely such a spiral
process that led from Dalton’s early
atomic hypothesis to Bohr’s original
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theory of atomic structure, to pres
ent quantum-mechanical analysis of
nuclear forces. It has led to aircraft
that fly, automobiles that work, and
radio that covers the planet. It is not
a self-defeating circular process.
It is also the logical process that
led to the present theories of dianetics.
Now there is an interesting thing
about a scientific theory; the scien
tist always rather vaguely hopes the
theory he is working with is true, but
knows that it does not need to be. A
scientific theory is a useful tool; it
need not be true so long as it is use
ful. Dalton’s theory implied atoms
were hard little balls; it was incor
rect, but it advanced chemistry.
Therefore it was a good theory. The
present theories of dianetics may or
may not be true; that’s unimportant,
provided the techniques described
actually work.
In the scientific method, authority
is meaningless. That the new theory
disagrees with the Great Name, or
with previous theory, or with “as
everybody knows”, is a statement
best classified as a meaningless noise,
so far as evidential value is con
cerned. Proving that something is
“theoretically impossible” is an ex
cellent way of conclusively proving
the theory ft wrong. What “every
body knows, of course” has been so
consistently wrong over the past one
hundred thousand years it is surpris
ing that the Ancient Authority,
“everybody”, is still quoted. And so
far as Great Name arguments go,
simply substitute the arbitrary name
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“Joe Doakes” for the authority’s
name; if the argument no longer
sounds so convincing—it never was.
And that, basically, is why the
publication of Hubbard’s text was
necessary before this article could
appear. There is one, and only one
scientific argument with, for or
against any scientific theory; experi
mental evidence. I am most anxious
to publish articles confirming or dis
proving Hubbard’s material; whether
right or wrong, it is important. He
has got some provable, demonstrable
results; these must be explained. The
only scientific method of examina
tion is to have many scattered work
ers repeat Hubbard’s experiments,
using precisely the methods Hubbard
specifies, and record results. Then,
following the scientific method, vary
the experiments on logically deduced
consequences of the theories, and see
what results occur.
To save time and trouble: experi
mental evidence cannot be denied by
argument based on what Freud,
Jung, Korzybski, or any other au
thority said. I am most anxious to
publish articles in the field of the
mind based on direct experiment.
The high population of our mental
institutions constitutes experimental
evidence that something drastic in
the way of revision of psychotherapy
techniques is in order. The revisions
proposed by dianetics may or may
not be the needed opes, but experi
mental evidence; obtained by actu
ally repeating Hubbard’s experi
ments, is the one way to determine.
T h e E d it o r .
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THE EVOLUTION
O F A S C IE N C E

BY L. RON HUBBARD
A fact article of genuine im
portance. See the Editor’s Page.
Illustrated by M iller

IN T R O D U C T IO N
The editor asked me to write this intro
duction to one of the most important arti
cles ever- to b£ published in Astounding
SC IEN CE FIC T IO N , for some ve/y
good reasons. First, he wanted to make
certain that you readers would not con
fuse Dianetics with thiotimoline or with
any other bit of scientific spoofing. This
is too important to be misinterpreted. Sec
ond, he wanted to demonstrate that the
medical profession—or at least part of it—
was not only aware of the science of
Dianetics, but had tested its tenets and
techniques, and was willing to admit that
there was something to it.
There is something to i t ; there is so
much to it, in fact, that its potentialities
cannot yet be fully comprehended. Those
of us who have worked with Dianetics—
and that includes the Editor—have seen
what it can do, and are convinced of its
tremendous importance. I am not going
to try to persuade you of its importance to
you personally and to the human race; you
must determine that for yourself. But
while you are exercising your judicious,
D IANETICS

scientific skepticism, let me give you an
other point to consider in the meantime.
Dianetics is, in addition to all its other
attributes, a thrilling adventure. Ron
Hubbard, long a member of the Explorers
Club, has gone exploring in the most ob
scure terra incognita of all—the human
mind. He has explored a region wherein
lies the mightiest power - in the known
Universe.
The mightiest power known in the Uni
verse today is not the atomic bomb; that
power was discovered, developed and con
trolled by the greater power of human
thought. And human thought—our most
intimate possession—has been the least
known of all powers. Hubbard, in under
taking this research, undertook the great
est adventure any man can imagine—a
stranger and more fantastic^ experience
than any visit to the cities of the Arabian
Nights. To understand the human mind,
he had to find a path into the seat of mad
ness, find a way through that zone of dis
tortion of thought—and on the other side
he found the most marvelous mechanism
imaginable. H e found a computing ma
chine, whose -functional capacities tran43

scend those of any yet created by human
efforts. It is a machine incapable of error,'
working with memory., storage banks of
infinite capacity and incredibly detailed
exactitude.
And Hubbard’s discovery of the true
nature of this wonderful device, the H u
man Mind, gives us answers we haye never
had before. They are engineering an
swers, developed not by metaphysical
word-j uggling, but by the engineer’s ap
proach, to a specific, defined problem. They
contradict many of the basic tenets of
modern psychotherapeutic theory,' and
manhandle many of the principles of psy
chology.
Modem psychiatry holds that predis?
position to insanity is heritable, and that
there is no cure for several forms of in
sanity—they Can only be treated by surgi
cally extising a portion of the'brain in a
prefrontal lobotomy, or—this is an actual
and literal description of, the operation
known as a transorbital leukotomy—by
electro-shocking a patient unconscious and
running an ice-picklike instrum ent into the
brain by thrusting it through the eyesocket back of the eyeball, and slashing the
brain with it.
Dianetics denies thfs thesis. Insanity is
not due to heritable factors—but it is con
tagious. And any insanity not based on
actual organic destruction of the brain
can be cured, to regain a more-than-normal mental stability and clarity! Dianetics
offers hope, where psychiatry can only be
gloomy.
Dianetics substantiates a long-felt intui
tion that neur'osurgery is not necessarily
the best thing for the human race. A good
many of us doctors have felt that the prac
tice of subtotal euthanasia by destruction
of the neural pathways to the prefrontal
lobes .was a medieval treatment. And yet it
was the apparent lesser of two evils. Dia
netics relegates surgical mutilation of the
mind to the same level as blood-letting
and blistering.
One final note: the following article will
not supply you with sufficient information
to make you a. dianetic operator. That
44

information will be given in a' book being
published by Hermitage House.* In order
to practice any scientific technique suc
cessfully you must know more about it
than can be told in an article of this length.
Those of us who are interested in Dianet
ics want to be certain that, when it is used,
it is used properly.
To sum up: I sincerely feel that Ron
Hubbard has discovered the key which
for the first time permits a true evaluation
of the human mind and its function, in
health and in illness—the greatest advance'
in mental therapy since man began to
probe into his mental makeup. Moreover
he has contributed to the welfare of the
race by deciding to give freely of the
knowledge which took fifteen arduous
years gf study and research to acquire.
T here are many who would be tempted to
keep this knowledge secret and thereby
capitalize on it—but therein lies one of
the beauties of Dianetics. A “clear” can
not help but be altruistic, especially when
that altruism helps him better to survive.
In this present civilization of ours,
where our techniques of destruction dan
gerously exceed our abilities^to survive,
there have been many thinkers engaged in
a frantic search for a method to control
Man’s ,race-homicidal, race-suicidal tend
encies. I feel certain that Dianetics is the
answer—if you use it and know what you
are doing. J o s e p h A. W i n t e r , M.D.

The optimum computing machine
is a subject which many of us have
studied. If you were building one,
how would you design it?
First, the machine should be able
to compute with perfect accuracy on
any problem in the Universe and
produce answers which were always
and invariably right.
Second, the computer would have
to be swift, working much more
^Dianetics: The Modem Science of M ental Health
o f Dianetic Therapy—Hermitage House,
One M adison A v e ., N ew York C ity . $3.00.
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